
5-minute Japanese Class by Hitomi Hirayama

      I  have never s een y ou s o s ad,  M r.  P ole!  B ut have 
courage!  Y ou are not the only  one having trouble like 
this .  A ny body  w ho is  s tudy ing J a pa nes e ex periences  
this  ty pe of frus tration.  S om e are dow nhearted becaus e 
they  can' t com m unicate w ith J apanes e people how ever 
ha rd they  s tudy  the la ngua ge.  O thers  a re depres s ed 
becaus e J apanes e people res pond to them  in E nglis h 
even though they  s peak fluent J apanes e.  It' s  the s am e 
for  m os t s tudents .  "Don' t w orry !  (da ijo-bu), "  M r.  P ole!  I 
have a  good idea to cheer y ou up.  "Y ou can count on 
m e!  (m akas ete-kudas ai! ) . "



I have s tudied J apanes e for 2 1/2 years ,  but m y J apanes e is  s till aw ful.  
I w ant to s peak fluent J apanes e by us ing the gram m ar that I have 

s tudied,  but for s om e reas on m y phras es  in J apanes e are not as  
s m ooth as 
 thos e of native s peakers .  Furtherm ore,  I can' t m ake  good 

us e of trans itional ex pres s ions  and it s ounds  s o aw kw ard!  I have 
s tudied s om e phras es  in certain s ituations  at s chool,  but I have not 

had the opportunity  to us e them  in daily  life!  W hen I s tarted to learn 
J apanes e,  I enjoy ed s ay ing,  "ohay o- "  (G ood m orning! ),  "ar igato- "  

(T hank y ou),  and s o on.  B ut lately ,  s tudy ing J apanes e is  getting 
harder and harder for m e, and I don' t s ee any progres s .  I am  s tres s ed 

out becaus e of that,  and I am  depres s ed.  Oh, boy.

W ith cooperation from  Y as uhiro K oga
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w ord + 

Sentence + final particle


 M r.  K oga:  O ur tra in is  leav ing in five m inutes .  I hope M is s  Y am ada does n' t
            m is s  it!

M r.  P ole:   s o- da  to i

-
 des u ne.  ( I hope s o too. )　　

confirm ation / agreem ent
s oftens  the s tatem ent

 ne
ね

Delicious ,  is n' t it ?

 ois hi
-
 des u ne

おいしいです  ね。
I  think s o.

s o-  des u ne
そうです ね。

confirm ation agreem ent

w ord + 

ques tion

 ka
か

Is  it delicious ?

 ois hi
-
 des u ka

おいしいです か。

ques tion

e.g. ,

e.g. ,

e.g. ,

w ord + 

giv ing (new ) inform ation

y o
よ

It is  delicious .

 ois hi
-
 des u y o

おいしい です よ。

as s ertion

	 	T hes e icebreakers  are helpful and us eful even for  beginners ,  a lthough 
the gr a m m a r  o f thes e ex pres s io ns  is  a t a n a dv a nced lev el .  S ince  
beginners  s till  have a  hard tim e ex pres s ing their  thoughts  in J apanes e,  
it is  better  for  them  to m em orize s horter  s entences .  M em orizing thes e 
icebreakers  and us ing them  here and there w ill  m ake y our conver-
s ations  m uch s m oother,  and y ou w ill  be able to have heart-to-heart 
com m unication w ith J apanes e people.

I f  f ina l  pa r tic les  a r e  a dded a fter  the  ice- 
brea ker ,  they  ca n cha nge the nua nce of the 
s entence.

T hat s ounds  
interes ting. om os hiro-s o- des u 

面白そう です。

interes ting(om os hiroi)  s eem   

how    do y ou think ～？

W hat do y ou 
think? do- om oim as u ka

どう 思います か。

I  hope s o.

s o-  da  to i
-
 des u 

そうだと いい です。

I  hope not.
I hope it' s  not 
true.

s o-  janai to i
-
 des u 

そう じゃないと いい です。

Y es ,  s o I heard.
s o-  ras hi

-
 des u 

そう らしい です。

I  can' t rem em ber.
om oidas em as en
思い出せません。

I  think s o.
s o-  om oim as u
そう 思います。

It' s  up to 
M r.  K oga K oga-s an s hidai des u

古賀さん 次第 です。

It' s  a  problem .
m ondai des u
問題 です。

s o                    good for  m e

s o   not         good for  m e

s o   I  heard  
problem   

up to ～

I  s ee.
s o- des u ka
そう です か。

Is  that s o ?
s o- des u ka
そう です か。

W hat' s  going 
to happen? do- narim as u ka

どうなります か。

It' s  too bad.
zannen des u
残念 です。

how   w ill  becom e

N o problem .
It' s  no problem . m ondai na i des u 

問題ない です。 Do y ou have a  
m inute?  /
M ay  I ta lk to y ou 
for  a  m inute?

chotto y oros hi
-

 des u ka
ちょっと よろしいですか。

W hat' s  w rong?  / 
W hat' s  the m atter? do-  s him as hita  ka

どう しました か。

being late        I ' m  s orry

S orry  to be late.
os okunatte s um im as en
遅くなって すみません。

L ong tim e no s ee.
It' s  been a  long 
tim e.

ohis as hiburi des u
お久し振りです。

keep y ou w aiting    

S orry  to keep 
y ou w aiting. om atas es hite s um im as en

お待たせして すみません。

think

w hat    did

 W hat' s  going 
 on? do- natteirun des u ka

 how    is  doing

 どうなっているんです か。
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会  話
C onvers ation

kai         w a

P ole-s an :

P ole-s an :

P ole-s an :

P ole-s an :

P ole-s an :

P ole-s an :

P ole-s an :

P ole-s an :

P ole-s an :

Friend:       O h,  gee...I didn' t know  that it' s  clos ed on W ednes days .

How  are y ou ?

   des u

T hat' s  too bad,      is n' t it?

K oga-s an :  Do y ou w ant to go for  a  drink s om etim e s oon?

It is  up to M r.  K oga,    as  far  as  I ' m  concerned.

I heard that M is s  Y am ada is  getting m arried.

 W ell...I  gues s  this  is  the new  uniform ,  is n' t it?

                  (20 m inutes  after  the appointed tim e) 
I gues s  M r.  P ole is  late,  is n' t he?

I heard that a  new  pres ident is  s hort-tem pered.

T he com pany  is  s low  at pay ing s a lar ies  
into em ploy ees '  accounts ,  is n' t it?

W e are having a  Hallow een party  at the em bas s y  nex t w eek.

It' s  been a  long tim e,   has n' t it?

 Y es ,  I heard s o,    too?

S o,  w hat do y ou think       ?

I' m  s orry  to be late.

  I  hope it' s  not true,    don' t y ou?

T hat s ounds  interes ting,    does n' t it?

 It' s  a  problem ,      is n' t it?

S orry  to keep y ou w aiting.     

(1 m inute later) 

ポールです。

ogenki des u ka
お元気 です か。

ne

ne ne ne

Hello,  m ay  I s peak to M r.  P ole?

Friend:

Fr iend:

Fr iend:

Fr iend:

Fr iend:

Fr iend:

Fr iend:

Fr iend:

Icebreaker (Heart Opener)

O n a  platform .

a  little   M ay  I ~ ?  

to rem em ber. . .om oidas u

too bad

problem   no

 ne

 ka

yo

How  are y ou ?

ne y o ne ka

T his  is  M r.  P ole.  

 F)                  G)                 H)                   I)                 J)19.                 6.                     3.                   17.                20.
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