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        Y es ,  w e dis cus s ed s om e s im ilar ex pres s ions  in V ol.  25,  s o 
w hy don' t w e talk about them  m ore in this  les s on?  T he m os t 
us ed "body part" for s uch ex pres s ions  is  "eye,"  the s econd is  
"ki"  (s pirit,  feelings ,  etc) and the third is  "hand." N ow , let m e 
ex plain w hat your friend actually  m eant.  T he firs t ex pres s ion 
"m e ga tobideru kurai, "  m eans  "T hat' s  an ex orbitant price,"  
w hile "m e o utagatta" m eans ,  "unable to believe one' s  eyes ,"  
and the las t phras e,  "m e ga nai,"  m eans  "to be very  fond of."  B y  
the w a y ,  M r .  P ole!  L a tely ,  it s eem s  l ike the la ngua ge of 
teena gers  a nd y oung a dults  in  their  20s  ha s  s ta rted to  
deter iora te,  a nd m a ny  of them  a re no longer  us ing s uch 
ex pres s ions .  Perhaps  foreigners  like you w ho are eager to learn 
J apanes e know  thos e idiom s  better than they  do!

I w ent to G inza to m eet m y friend S unday as  I had prom is ed to do.   I 
decided to get there a little early  to do s om e w indow -s hopping,  w hen I 

s aw  an item  w ith an unbelievable price on dis play  in front of a fam ous  
fruit s hop. One m elon cos t ¥20,000!  A s  s oon as  m y friend s how ed up, I 

as ked her,  "Do you know  how  m uch one m es h m elon in a beautiful box  
cos ts ? " S he s aid,  "W ell,  I gues s ,  ' m ega tobideru kurai takai' ,  r ight?  

Probably ,  s om ew here betw een ¥10,000 and ¥20,000. I bet you s aw  the 
price,  and w ere 'm e o utagatta, '  w eren' t you?  T heir m elons  are very  

ex pens ive,  but delicious !  I really  'm e ga nai'  their m elons ! " I could 
figure out w hat s he m eant to s ay ,  but I w as n' t s ure w hat "m e ga 

tobideru kurai,"  "m e o utagatta" and "m e ga nai" m eant.  M s .  Hirayam a, 
w e dis cus s ed phras es  that relate to our body in V ol.  25,  but are they 

s im ilar ex pres s ions ?
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W ith cooperation from  Y as uhiro K oga

A ns w ers

A ns w ers

目 を 疑う
m e o utagau

 A ) U nable to believe one' s  ey es .
    (T o w atch in dis belief.  /
      T o be s urpris ed by  s om ething. )

目 
め 

m e

eyes

目 を 通す
 m e o to- s u

B ) T o s kim  through.
   (T o read quickly  through. )

目 が 離せない
m e ga hanas enai

I)  U nable to take one' s  ey es  off
   s om ething.  (It is  a  m us t to keep
   an ey e on it. )

目 が ない
m e ga nai

C ) T o be very  fond of.
    (T o like a  lot. )

目 の 前が 真っ暗 になる
m e no m ae ga  m akkura  ni naru

J ) T o be throw n into des pair .
   (E very thing before one' s  ey es  goes  black. )
 

m e ga  aru

D) T o have an ex cellent ey e 
　  for  s om ething.  
     (T o have know ledge of
      s om ething. )

目 から ウロコ （が 落ちる）
m e kara  uroko (ga  ochiru)

K ) T o feel as  if the s ca les  had 
    fa llen from  one' s  ey es .
   (T o s uddenly  rea lize the truth. )

 目 も くれない
 m e m o kurenai

E ) T o take no note
     (T o ignore com pletely . )

目 の 色 を 変える
m e no iro o kaeru

F) T o change one' s  countenance
   (T o glare in anger.  
    / T o be abs orbed com pletely . )

目 を 盗む�
m e o nus um u

G ) T o avoid being s een.
    (T o do s om ething in s ecret w ithout 
      being s een by  any one. )

目 を 引く
m e o hiku

L ) T o attract the ey es  of people.
   (T o get others '  attention. )

目 が 届く
m e ga todoku

H) T o keep an ey e on.
   (T o pay  cons tant attention to.  
    / T o take care of. )

目 が 飛び出る
m e ga tobideru

M ) T o be s urpris ed by  an ex orbitant price.
     

目 が ある

 目 の つけ所   
 m e no ts ukedokoro

N ) T he point a im ed at.  
      (O ne' s  point of v iew .)

fum ins ho- de  fura-fura   des u

目

不         症   で  フラフラ  です。

色        鏡 で 物を        る のは 良くない です。
iro-m egane  de m ono o m iru now a  y okunai des u

楽         主義 の 人 は ストレス が たまりにくいです。
rakkan-s hugi no hito w a  s t r e s s   ga  tam arinikui  des u

あの 事件 以来 人生         が  変わりました。
ano jiken ira i  jins e- kan  ga   kaw arim as hita

nurs e     lack of                                 a re in trouble    

 bias ed v iew point            look at            

め　
ガン

E ye　　     to view　    to s leep　　  to look  　    to nurse

「百聞 は   一         に しかず」 です ね。
    hy akubun w a  ikken  ni  s hikazu  des u ne

鏡屋 に  行ったら 老      と 言われ ショックでした。

kangofu bus oku  de  dono  by o- in  m o  kom atte-im as u  

 護  婦 不足 で どの病院 も 困っています。

optim is tic      people    don' t feel too m uch s tres s

ins om nia           uns teady

the accident   s ince  v iew  of life            changed    

optician' s  s hop   w hen I w ent    pres by opia

m egane-y a   ni  ittara      ro- gan  to  iw are  s h o c k  des hita

眼　観　眠　見　看

 観    看     眼 / 見   眠    見     眼 / 眼     観

め

eye, s ight

P eople w ho are optim is tic don' t feel too m uch s tres s .

 M any  hos pita ls  are in trouble becaus e of the lack of nurs es .

It' s  not fa ir  to look at things  from  a  bias ed v iew point.

I can' t s ettle dow n,  becaus e of ins om nia .

 "S eeing is  believ ing,"  is n' t it?

 W hen I w ent to the optician,  I w as  s hocked becaus e 
they  told m e to us e old people' s  reading glas s es .

I have changed m y  v iew  of life s ince the accident.

s ono s ets um e- o ki
-

te
その説明 を 聞いて　

I               L              C               J             G              O             B             Q             K             D  

大事故 の ニュース を 聞いて
dai-jiko no n e w s   o ki

-
te                  

未成年者 は

(te- form )

(pas t tens e)

(m as u form )

(pas t tens e)

m is e- nen-s ha w a                              

ワイン には                     ん です。

ハデ な 服装 は

w i n e   niw a                    n des u 

 コンビニ は        　
 　　　　　　　　 
 です。
c o n v e n i (e n c e  s t o r e ) w a                      

 des u  
目 と 鼻 の 先

 m e to hana no s aki

O ) W ithin a  s tone' s  throw .
     ( It is  s uch a  s hort dis tance. )

あの人 は　　　　　　　　　   です。
ano hito w a                           des u目 の 毒

 m e no doku

P ) S om ething tem pting.  

Let's practice !

時間 が ない ので                               

だけ  です。
jikan ga  nai node                                

dake des u

目 の上 の コブ
m e no ue no kobu

Q ) T o have a  bum p above one' s  ey es .
     (A n annoy ance. )

hade-na fukus o- w a 

m e niw a m e o ha  niw a ha  o

R ) A n ey e for  ey e,  a  tooth for  a  tooth.
    (Q uotation from  the B ible. )

目 には 目 を 歯 には 歯 を

s a ikin no s e- ji  w a                                 des u
最近 の 政治 は 　　　　　　です。

バーゲン でも                    　　　　　　      　

I  can' t take m y  ey es  off  
today ' s  politics .

F lam boy ant clothes  get other people' s
attention.

I rea lly  like w ine.
O n hearing the new s  of the horr ible
tragedy ,  I w as  throw n into des pair .

U nderage kids  s m oked 
w ithout being s een by  adults .

T he convenience s tore is  r ight nex t to
 m y  hous e.

J us t s kim  through the papers  
becaus e there is  no tim e. He is  a lw ay s  annoy ing.

A fter  the ex planation,  I felt as  if 
the s ca les  had fa llen from  m y  ey es .

P eople w ho have a  good ey e for  
high-quality  item s  can find them  even 
at a  s a le.

can' t take m y  
ey es  off 

get others '  
attention 

be fond of

 w as  throw n into
 des pair

w ithout being
s een 

 w ithin a  s tone' s  throw  

 run y our ey es
 over

annoy ance

as  if the s ca les  had 
fa llen from  m y  ey es

have a  good
ey e for  

み（る）
カン　　

ねむ（る）
ミン　　

み（る）
ケン         　　

み（る）
カン
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hito w a y ois hina  o erabim as u
人 は 良い品 を 選びます。    

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. 

7.

t a b a c o  o s uim as hita

　         　　　  

タバコ を 吸いました。

one hundred tim es  lis tening  s eeing once

(U s ually  "-kura i"  is  attached 
 to this  phras e. )

ました。
m as hita

b a r g a i n  dem o                                      

(dictionary  form )

(dictionary  form )
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